A note from Pastor/Teacher Paul Durocher

Dear Pastor,       
As a fellow pastor for years I realize that the most important thing that we do for our congregation is to come before the Lord and in that solemn responsibility we seek to determine what spiritual diet the Lord would have us present to them.  There are so many great themes, topics, and ministries to which you wish to expose and introduce our people to.  

As I’ve thought about this I came to one interesting observation.  Although there are many many great passages in Scripture, as well as many critical themes and great ministries, only a handful are Strategically Significant at any one given time.  

A football team has many plays in the play book.  All are great plays, but the best play is the one that is strategically significant, to counter attack what the opposing team is doing, at this precise moment in the game.  Let’s consider for a moment what our great opponent, all the ememies of God combined, are doing at this precise moment in history, our American history, as we see it unfolding before our eyes, and what’s happening in your church and your community.

Marriage is under attack.  Not only has the enemy succeeded in creating no fault divorce several decades ago, the divorce rate now among Christians has become equally as high as the world.  The proliferation of the internet with it’s readily accessible pornography for men and chat rooms and instant messaging for the ladies both have had power full appeal to reap devastation on our families.

Now we have the blatant proliferation of Gay marriage and sodomy as a special protected class of special behavior even in our general statutes of our state and federal laws through fallacious civil rights laws.    Our children are having this stuff pushed on them at the high school and college level now and we will be persecuted as we speak against it.  Listen to these words of Isaiah the prophet spoken nearly 3000  years ago.
“Isaiah 3:8  For Jerusalem has stumbled, and Judah has fallen, because their speech and their actions are against the Lord  [isn’t it interesting that the advance of pornography laws and even child pornography are substantiated on the basis of free speech?  This is so strategic for our day] 

‘The expression on their faces bears witness against them.”  Today we have more people suffering from depression and medicated from the older set to the preschoolers with ADHD on Riddlyn, and we have a national epidemic of addiction to prescription narcotics such as oxycotton and oxycodon.  This is nearly as bad as the meth problem among street type illegal drug users.  The countenances of our generation are bearing witness against them.   Finding personal ‘happiness and fulfillment’ has run it’s course and we are living with a culture of despair.  Francis Schaeffer predicted this 20 years ago along it’s implications to the church and his writings were were so prophetic we see it unfolding before our eyes.  Let’s continue in Isaiah.

“They rebel against the Lord and His Glorious presence…  No other nation in the world apart form Israel was founded with the expressed purpose of worshipping the living God in freedom of conscience and spreading His Glorious Gospel to the heathen as America.  The founding documents as well as the fathers lives themselves so profoundly testify to this it gives one goosebumps just to read about the faith and sacrifices of these stalwart men.  What do we see today?  Complete redaction of this “glorious presence’ of God in our nations past.  The ACLU, Citizens United For Seperation of Chruch and State, and a host of humanist and educational elites have all but wiped out even the memory of our nation founded upon the principles of Judeao- Christian God and His great Revelation, the Holy Scriptures.  This has been a significantly strategic plan of our opponent, and he is succeeding.  Back to Isaiah…

Verse 9  “They display their sin like Sodom and do not even conceal it… Woe to them!”  I don’t think I even need to comment on this.  It’s so far gone in our country we can even be arrested for hate crimes and put away for homophobia.  I was recently cited anonymously by the local city newspaper editor as a dangerous religious fanatic whose fanatical views need to be silenced lest our society be overtaken by religious wacko’s not unlike the Taliban.   It’s the Gay’s, lesbians, bisexual, and transgender (GLBT) community that are the truly enlightened of society.  They have transcended hate and become the true people of love and acceptance inspiring humanity to new vistas of personal growth and achievement as they encourage our middle school students and high school students to explore gay sex, cross dressing, transgenderism, bisexuality, and sexual experimentation to determine ‘who they are’ and what pleasures best suit them.  Brother, who would have thought that the enemy would have succeeded in accomplishing this in our lifetime!   His sense of strategy is amazing.  Bear with me as we finish the Isaiah prophecy

Verse 12  O my people, their oppressors are children.”  Did I read that right?  Children are the great oppressors of this fallen society?  That’s right!  It started back in the 60’s when we embraced rebellion as a cultural value.  Not unusual since that time to see some teen smack his dad or mom around, never mind cuss them out.  The Juvenile Justice system has explode in our country and we have a whole generation of parents who don’t know what to do with their kids.  This brother is an amazing strategy.  Now we’ve come full circle because the whole world sits by the TV and radio watching the next kids of our generation terrorize the whole nation with killing sprees at their local schools.  Names like Columbine, Virginia Tech, and Red Lake, among hundreds of others have become national household names.  ( Red Lake and Virginia tech just in the past year and one right in our back yard!.)  I live in rural MN and my neighbor at 17 was gang killed in the mine dump with baseball bats , knives, and they finally finished him off with a shotgun.  I watched this whole community go though the trial as several of the towns kids were convicted for this heinous crime which was a result of peer pressure of kids and gang violence.   The strategy is working.. .  People are at a great loss to know what to do with their  kids in many practical ways.  I meet lots of young parents who actually put their babies and toddlers in the car and drive them around at night to get them to go to sleep every night.  They are hostages within their own homes and there aren’t even any guns!

But back to Isaiah as the verse ends…

Vs. 12 ‘Women rule over them.”  Brother I think I am to understand this as a consequence of JUDGMENT against a nation that has turned its back on God.  Why is this significant?  1. it’s because of the weakness of men that women are ruling.   WHERE ARE THE MEN TODAY who will stand and fight?  Women have taken over the market place as managers, supervisors, and even CEO’s.  Its a whole huge managerial trend that companies can get women to work harder for less money and they are far more loyal to the company and willing to do the companies bidding sometimes, rather than what’s right.  Here we sit on the eve of the first female presidential hopeful.  Sure, call me a chauvinist bigot as well, but we are also seeing the incredible proliferation of female ministers, and even in what were 10 years ago evangelical churches.  Now please don’t misunderstand me and paint me with that broad brush because I am not an alarmist, conspiracy theorist, or reactionary.  I do indeed affirm all of Scripture in that God has indeed gifted and uses women in many places and settings and I affirm all that is good and right, but we must understand this in the greater strategy of the enemy.  Often he uses the good to circumvent the best.  It’s right here in this Scripture passage, my brother, when women rise to a great level of leadership in a society and in churches, it’s a judgment against that nation.  The fact of the matter is that we need strong men to be leaders in our societies and in our churches. Decreasing male leadership an minimizing male roles is  such a significant strategy and the enemy is winning.

You see, in terms of strategy, in each one of these critical areas he has succeeded in turning the wrong into the right, and that which is right into that which is wrong.  Proverbs tells us…Woe to those who call evil good and good evil.  

So Pastor, I want to ask you what are you seeing as strategically significant to your flock and congregation?    If the enemy can keep us busy with secondary issues and events he will be moving forward with his strategy.  Distraction with secondary issues is his great decoy to side track the church from being salt and light while he is watching vigilantly to advance his causes.

I am currently  watching the DVD Series  A Band of Brothers,  with my older teens and young adults.  We’re observing and learning from the lessons of warfare and what happens in the minds of men in their battle strategies and coping strategies.  It’s fascinating when we consider the importance of battle strategy.  Unfortunately we rarely think and act strategically and as a result we win battles, but we are loosing the greater war, the culture war, the war for the kingdom and the war for society.    What has the church at large  been doing for the past 20 years to combat these things?  What are you doing and what is your church doing that is strategic in terms of overcoming these cultural trends that are destroying families?   
Part of the great problem is that the battles are often won by counterintuitive measures.  Let me explain.  

Counter intuitive means that it’s against our normal and natural inclinations.  What seems to work what we think will not work are actually opposite.  For example, As a veteran I can tell you that while a patrol is coming in range the tendancy is to want to take out the enemy as soon as we engage contact, to shoot from a distance.  It’s uncomfortable to wait until its absolutely scary to engage because the enemy has walked right upon us.  That’s how God often works.  The whole story of Gideon is about counterintuitive measures to win the war.  No, Gideon, we only need 300 men to win this battle.  We’re going to use pictures and torches, not swords.  Indeed, an  Amazing strategy.  Our God is a God of strategy.

I would like to share with you an amazing strategy that we have stumbled upon that is having incredible strategic impact in turning back the tide of the enemy’s plans.  It’s not a flash in the pan plan, but one that was started about 20 years ago and only now are we realizing the importance of the ground work of its foundation.

Twenty-plus years ago my wife and I decided to allow the Lord to send us all the children he wanted to.  It was a difficult decision.  It came at a great cost, financially, emotionally, vocationally, and physically, both for my wife and for me.  We were misunderstood, mocked, and even chided.  Now all that is changing and we are discovering some wonderful doors opening and the results are amazing.

David my oldest son is graduation from Law School this May 10th.  We are looking forward to sending him into the world to do God’s bidding in the Justice System.  Daniel will be a doctor soon and we have two nurses two engineers and all of them will be modern missionaries, with values and behaviors that will win battles and win wars.   That’s only part of the longer range strategy.  But for right now….

About two years ago after training our children in classical piano and violin we began playing bluegrass gospel music together as a family.  What we didn’t know is that this is a huge venue in our country today to speak to these culture issues mentioned above.  Two things laid down 20 years ago have made this a modern day phenomena that we never understood until just recently.

1.  People are enamored and amazed by the family, and especially big families.  It doesn’t matter if it urban or suburban, when people see the poster of our family, they stop and read it, and their curiosity drives them to begin questioning basic assumptions about their own family and wanting it to be all that it could and should be.  God has wired us to find our greatest pleasure in relationships, that of romance and marriage and sexual intimacy, and the joys of raising children.  There simply is no greater joys on earth than these.  As people come to grips with their own disappointing lives God stirs them to search for and long for something more.  They come to see us out of curiosity hoping that we may provide some insight, some missing link to the frustration and boredom and unhappiness that they experience daily.

About a year ago one of these national news programs like 20/20 did a story on the Dugger family out of Arkansas.  They have 17 children.  As it turned out, it became the most requested television show that they have ever done!  This is evidence of the hunger and thirst that is happening in our country and curiosity about the family.  Seeing live families and how they live and what they do is strategically significant, because unlike a book or sermon series, it allow a unique dynamic to take place where truth is more often Caught than Taught.  People are coming away from our events inspired and encouraged to take the next step, whatever that is for them…  

I just spoke with a pastor from a large church in the Minneapolis / St. Paul metro area.  I cold he called him to talk with him about our ministry strategy.  He went on to tell me that they had just hosted a bluegrass family concert and since it ‘wasn’t their thing’ they decided to hold it in a smaller chapel that seated around a 100 people.  To their surprise over 250 people showed up  and they had to move the venue last minute to the main sanctuary /meeting hall.

2.  The family is something that people are interested in, but the media of live music is another.

Since bluegrass music is not popular music in the sense that it is not played on radio that much, but rather is usually performed live, in every state we’ve been in, there is a huge following of ‘bluegrass / country groupies” if you will, that will travel 30-50 miles to hear a group play.  I’ve even seen them cross state lines and travel great distances.  Lots of communities are sponsoring local jam sessions and there is a huge and growing interest in this.  The other good and strategic side of this is that this music is multigenerational.  Older and younger people love it alike and even people who don’t choose this style of music actually like it because of it’s delightful sound and toe tapping qualities.  People who prefer classical, blues, jazz, rock, or hip hop, will often listen to some bluegrassy performance or fiddle tune and say :”Hey that was great!”, or “These guys are really talented!”, or “They sure were having fun!”.  Largely, you would not hear that from someone regarding styles of music in a live performance if it was classical, jazz, rock, or hip hop.  Chances are people would be more apt to walk out of a one venue if they were devotes of one of these other venues.   We understand the people who like classical or jazz could easily be repulsed by rock or hip-hop and vise versa, but not so with bluegrass.   My point is that bluegrass is somewhat universal in its appeal to people of all ages and musical interests.  
What we are finding is that we can come into a church and use bluegrass music and our family as a medium to speak to these critically cultural issues of the day.  We are having tremendous success and are seeing 15% on average of non church people showing up at concerts.  They are people interested in family and those interested in bluegrass music.  Many of these people come from liberal churches or ‘defunct’ churches and need a solid church to become a part of.  God is using this to speak to hearts today and change lives.

I believe we need to be doing all we can to win the war and not just the skirmish in front of us at the moment.  If the opponent can get us sidetracked to the little battles, he is happy because in the mean time he is winning the war on other fronts.

Consider having us minister in your church.  Our strategic plan is for two years of active ministry 150-200 events per year in 8-09.  I have these dedicated young people who are putting their careers and futures on hold so to speak to invest in our country, and in local churches and their ministries to their families, and to your church, should you desire it.

One of the best things about this too is that it really doesn’t cost the church much.  We come for a free will offering so the involvement on behalf of the church is putting up a few posters and being invitational.  (This creates ownership)  It’s a fun and inviting way to reach out to one’s community too.  We always keep Jesus central so evangelism is a real part of how God uses it too.  

It’s not about entertainment, it’s about using a back door approach of a music event to get people awakened to what’s truly important and what will do the most damage to Satan’s kingdom in their lifetimes.

Please call me with any questions you may have on my cell phone at 218 259-5166, or email me at pauldmn@hotmail.com
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